
FACTOR 2: BATHROOMS

The second factor that drives the cost per square foot for

your home is the bathrooms. As we mentioned, the

bathrooms are very expensive to build price per square foot

versus the open footage of the home.

Example: A 2,500 square foot home with 3 bathrooms versus

a 2,500 square foot home with 2 bathrooms.

The home that has the two bathrooms is going to have a

cheaper price per square foot than the home that has the

three bathrooms.

ADDING OR SUBTRACTING BATHROOMS

Figuring Costs for Bathrooms:

■ The estimated cost for a secondary full bathroom that

is servicing the main part of the house plus a bedroom

or two is $25,000.

■ The estimated cost for a master bathroom is

$40,000+ depending on finishes.

Bathrooms play a very big part in the cost of the home. You

can adjust up or down by using the amounts given above.

FACTOR 3: MATERIALS

The third factor is the actual materials that you choose to

finish the interior and exterior of your home. The finish

materials that you choose will affect the price greatly.

EXTERIOR

Exterior factors that can increase costs:

■ Santa Barbara finish on the stucco

■ Rock veneer on the exterior walls

■ Exposed wood underneath your porches or your

overhangs

■ Elaborate pavers or concrete stamping on your

driveway

■ More driveway or walkway than what is typical

INTERIOR

Interior factors that can

affect costs:

■ Exposed wood

beams inside the

living areas add cost

because of the

material, the labor, and more detailed painting.

■ A stain-grade door and trim package is more money

than if you were to do a paint-grade door and trim

package.

■ LVP (luxury vinyl plank) flooring which is fairly popular

when you're trying to hit some lower budgets versus

tile flooring.

You can choose to either save or increase your budget. If you

need ideas on what you’re looking to build you can go back

and look at our previous projects to help gauge what those

finishes cost.

SHOWER COSTS

If you do tile in the showers

versus fiberglass, your cost

will be higher. A simple tile

design will keep costs lower

than an elaborate tile

pattern. However, if you are really trying to save on cost,

then fiberglass is the route you would want to go. Just keep

in mind fiberglass does not have the longevity that tile does.

CABINET COSTS

Kitchen cabinets are a big

factor as well as other

cabinets throughout the

house.

Cabinet finishes that

increase the cost:

■ Adding Glass

■ Puck Lighting
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■ Ceiling Height Upper Cabinets

By looking at the finishes and the materials

one can really control cost, and one of the

best ways to do it is to look at the

completed homes that we have built and

look at the pictures and finishes to better

gauge what you are looking for.

WHY YOU SHOULD WORK
WITH A DESIGN-BUILD CONTRACTOR

Design-Build Contractors like Freeman’s Construction Inc. are building projects every day. This

makes it possible to accurately figure all of the costs for the project, including what affects costs

per square foot and the total build costs on the front end before starting the design process. We

do this by looking at the finishes and materials from previously completed home projects. It is very

important to establish a budget for every aspect of the project. The best way to do that is by

working with a design-build contractor before you start any step of the home building or

remodeling process.
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“I have worked with
Freeman’s

Construction for many
years. They have such
friendly staff and their
subs are great. On a
personal note, there

was a house fi re in my
Mother’s home. Most
of which was located in
the kitchen with major

smoke damage
throughout. I

suggested my Mother
use Freeman’s

Construction. The
results were amazing
the cabinets, and

numerous additional
upgrades greatly
enhanced and

improved the home.
Everyone involved was
so kind and supportive
to my Mother. Their

professionalism, care,
and quality of

workmanship was
greatly appreciated by
my family. So grateful

to this wonderful
Construction Company.

Many thanks!”

Cheryl Rice
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THERE ARE THREE FACTORS THAT
CONTROL THE COST OF BUILDING.

Factor 1: Actual Square Footage

Factor 2: Number of Bathrooms

Factor 3: Materials

These factors greatly affect how the costs will turn out for

your home project. We will explain it so you have an idea

of how you would want to plan your future home project

depending on your budget.

FACTOR 1: ACTUAL SQUARE FOOTAGE

The first factor is the actual square footage itself.

Example: A 2,500 square foot home with 4 bedrooms and

3 baths versus a 2,000 square foot home with 4 bedrooms

and 3 baths.

The home that is going to have a cheaper price per square

foot is the 2,500 square foot home. The reason why is

because the bathrooms and kitchens are some of the most

expensive parts of the home to build. With the same size

kitchen and the same amount of bathrooms in both homes,

the price per square foot actually goes up on the smaller

home because the most expensive areas are confined into

a smaller square footage thus driving up the price per

square foot.

HOW TO MAKE YOUR PRICE PER SQUARE FOOT
CHEAPER?

Add open footage areas such as:

■ Family Room

■ Bedroom

■ Hallway

Open areas are areas that we can add to the house that are

cheaper to build. You don’t have as much electrical and

plumbing in those areas. Many times you don't have

cabinets either, so it is a cheaper price per square foot. If

you take that 2,000 square foot home and you add 500

square feet of open footage, it takes the average price per

square foot down.

WHAT AFFECTS THE PRICE
PER SQUARE FOOT TO BUILD
YOUR CUSTOM HOME?


